SUMMARY
This writer believes that a thoughtful examination of the present-day reading situation as it exists among teen-age youth will show that the average reading ability of high-school pupils is at a disgraceful low level despite the diligent work of many classroom teachers and reading specialists. The following suggestions from a lay observer are offered as aids to the improvement of reading ability: (1) Teach pupils the meaning of the word &dquo;read&dquo; and help them to understand meanings prior to the time they are called on to convey these meanings to others; (2) Encourage pupils to assume a larger individual and personal responsibility for the development of power to read understandingly; (3) Make a more extensive use of good quality materials in attractively published modern texts; (4) Provide for much more free reading, both silent and oral, and delay the intensive study of the classics until pupils have a background for this kind of study; (5) Examine carefully reading practices now in use to see whether common laws of learning are being violated ; (6) Plan for co-operation among all teachers for the improvement of reading ability in every subject; and (7) Encourage parents to work with teachers in providing opportunities for pupils to obtain practice in both silent and oral reading.
